
1 
 

COVID-19 update 40 – 20-25/08/2020 

 

A compilation of press releases/articles on policies and best practices from various EU 
and national information sources, and information provided by our members 

 

1. EU MEASURES 

Following talks with pharmaceutical producers AstraZeneca, Sanofi and Johnson & Johnson, 
the European Commission has also concluded exploratory talks with CureVac and 
Moderna to purchase a potential vaccine against COVID-19. The Commission will have a 
contractual framework in place for the initial purchase of up to 300 million doses on 
behalf of all EU Member States, to be supplied once a vaccine has proven to be safe and 
effective against COVID-19 (Source: DeHavilland). 

Following consultations with the Member States that have requested support, the European 
Commission has presented proposals to the Council for decisions to grant financial 
support of €81,4 billion to 15 Member States under the SURE furlough instrument. Once 
the Council approves these proposals, the financial support will be provided in the form of 
loans granted on favourable terms from the EU to Member States. SURE can provide financial 
support of up to €100 billion in total to all Member States. 

Under the State Aid Temporary Framework, the Commission has most recently approved: 

 a Bavarian fund to enable up to €46 billion of liquidity and capital support to 
enterprises in Bavaria in the context of the coronavirus outbreak; 

 a €97 million Czech scheme to support companies affected by coronavirus outbreak; 

 a €50 million Irish scheme to support beef sector affected by coronavirus outbreak; 
 a UK subordinated loan scheme of up to approximately €16 million to support Scottish 

businesses affected by coronavirus outbreak. 

 

2. NATIONAL MEASURES 

Most European countries have seen an uptick in new cases in recent weeks, sparking 
fears of a major second wave of the coronavirus outbreak. However, in many countries the 
infection patterns have changed, and the virus now affects primarily younger people, 
and is causing fewer deaths. 

In contrast to the first wave, European governments are deciding against lockdown 

measures, although travel restrictions are on the rise again, with governments 
discouraging travels abroad or mandating quarantines. To stay up to date with the rapidly 
changing situation for travellers crossing the EU’s internal borders, we recommend 
consulting the EU’s web portal reopen.eu. 

 

AUSTRIA 

Austrian Chancellor Kurz has announced stricter border controls to prevent people 
traveling back from vacations from spreading coronavirus in the country. 500 additional 
police officers and 800 soldiers will be used for controls and to support the health authorities 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1494
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_1496
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_496
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1502
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_20_1520
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_20_1520
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_20_1519
https://reopen.europa.eu/en/map/LTU
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with health checks. Austria had seen a recent surge in cases among young holiday-goers 
(Source: POLITICO). 

 

 

 

BELGIUM 

The Belgian capital is now a “red zone” according to the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control. In the past week, Brussels counted 874 new infections. So far, city 
authorities have pushed back against calls by health experts to impose tougher 
restrictions to stop the spread, arguing that the small living spaces of most of the city’s 
inhabitants do not allow for extended lockdowns. In response to the outbreak, the German 
Foreign Office has issued a travel warning for Brussels (Sources: POLITICO, DeHavilland). 

 

FINLAND 

Finland has removed most EU countries from its “green travel list”. Now, only travellers 
from Italy, Hungary, Slovakia, Estonia, and Lithuania are allowed to enter the country 
without proof of a valid reason and a two-week quarantine. Finland currently has one of 
Europe’s lowest infection rates (Source: Euractiv). 

 

FRANCE 

France is bracing itself for a “risky situation” at the end of the summer. The country is 

witnessing its biggest surge in new cases since March. Because the virus is now much 
more prevalent among young low-risk populations, Health Minister Véran has so far ruled out 
a nation-wide lockdown (Source: POLITICO). 

New rules on employer responsibility will come into effect on 1st September 2020. 
Charlotte O’Leary of the Parisian law firm AustinKelsen explains that all companies must 
now prepare a Single Risk Assessment Document (DUER) and advises employers to 
include mandatory masks for all staff into this strategy. Companies must also provide 
sufficient hydroalcoholic gels in the workplace. Employees that refuse to wear masks 
may be laid off or dismissed for misconduct (Source: LSA conso). 

The French government will present its coronavirus recovery plan next week, which will 
include details about how it intends to use EU recovery money. The announcement was 

postponed due to the country’s worrying epidemiological situation (Source: POLITICO Pro). 

 

GERMANY 

Around 40% of new infections in Germany are being brought in by travellers returning 
from abroad, while the majority occurs due to large scale private events. However, the 
recently introduced mandatory mass testing of returning travellers means that stocks of 
testing kits are running thin. Leading politicians are now debating whether to abolish the 
mass tests in favour of extended quarantines for returnees (Sources: DeHavilland, 
Tagesspiegel, POLITICO). 

https://politico.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e26c1a1c392386a968d02fdbc&id=2edc75cca0&e=2fa01cdb75
https://www.politico.eu/article/brussels-faces-further-rise-in-new-coronavirus-cases-figures/?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=7c541cd518-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_22_03_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-7c541cd518-190600860
https://www.euractiv.com/section/coronavirus/news/finland-imposes-europes-tightest-border-restrictions/
https://politico.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e26c1a1c392386a968d02fdbc&id=f243bd2ea8&e=2fa01cdb75
https://www.lsa-conso.fr/covid-19-tout-ce-qu-il-faut-mettre-en-place-et-respecter-a-partir-du-1er-septembre,355893
https://checkpoint.tagesspiegel.de/newsletter/2UGd8NhCyb7WXXGMwyvhCb?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=d73cf45d6c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_23_02_59&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-d73cf45d6c-190600860
https://politico.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e26c1a1c392386a968d02fdbc&id=f243bd2ea8&e=2fa01cdb75
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The German government has approved an extension of several coronavirus response 
measures, including short-time work subsidies (extended from March next year until the 

end of 2021), financial aid for struggling SMEs, and a waiver that temporarily allows 
German companies affected by the pandemic not to file for bankruptcy (both extended 
until the end of this year). Germany’s ruling coalition had been divided over the extension of 
the latter, with members of the CDU arguing that that the waiver was keeping unfeasible 
businesses alive that would have been in trouble even without COVID-19 (Sources: Reuters, 
Financial Times). 

The German government’s temporary cut in VAT rates has failed to achieve increased 
consumption. Germany had lowered its VAT rates from 19% and 7% to 16% and 5%, 
respectively, from July 2020 until the end of the year. A new IMK study finds that the vast 
majority of consumers does not believe that the cut is being (fully) passed on to 
consumers (Source: Spiegel Online). 

The Ministry of the Economy and the German Retail Federation HDE have again sought 
dialogue to discuss a way out of the corona-related crisis for the retail sector. In the 
course of the meeting of HDE’s President and Managing Director with Federal SME 
Commissioner Thomas Bareiß, the trade association reiterated its demand for a city center 
fund in the amount of €500 million. “We need a coordinated approach by all parties involved 
in order to develop suitable retail concepts that meet the changing requirements of visitors. We 
need to think holistically about how to make the hearts of cities attractive and lively,” HDE 
Managing Director Genth explained. The request comes in addition to another proposal HDE 
made a few weeks back (cf. COVID-19 Update No. 32) for a government fund that would 
help SMEs go online (Source: Lebensmittel Zeitung). 

Germany’s coronavirus app has not been installed by a “critical mass” of users. With only 

17 million active users, experts warn that effective contact tracing is currently not 
possible. Since only 25% of the population have the app installed on their smartphone, the 
probability that both a potentially infected person and their contact have the app installed 
stands at 6% (Source: Die Welt). 

According to new data released by Nielsen, German consumers are buying noticeably 
more wine during the coronavirus crisis. Especially domestic wines are enjoying a new 
popularity, with sales growing as much as 14% (Source: Lebensmittel Zeitung). 

 

HUNGARY 
Hungary is advising citizens not to go on holiday abroad from September. The Prime 
Ministers Chief of Staff Gergely Gulyás stated that the country is planning to tighten COVID-19 

restrictions due to the increase in cases across Europe (Sources: DeHavilland, Reuters). 

 

THE NETHERLANDS 

On Monday, the Dutch government launched their Coronavirus app which was 
downloaded 100.000 times on the first day. It is currently only tested in some regions, but 
a country-wide launch is planned for September (Source: DeHavilland). 

 

SPAIN  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-germany-coalition/german-coalition-agrees-10-billion-euro-extension-of-coronavirus-relief-idUSKBN25L2S1
https://www.ft.com/content/5d5d1bc1-61a3-46a9-915c-1a1e6f2e5fd2?utm_campaign=efe9b4fa8c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_21_05_00&utm_medium=email&utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-efe9b4fa8c-190600860
https://www.imk-boeckler.de/de/index.htm
https://www.spiegel.de/wirtschaft/service/mehrwertsteuersenkung-mehrheit-plant-keine-zusaetzlichen-anschaffungen-a-58621859-5cfb-4bd3-9f29-84b4bc9d8405?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=3a062d1d82-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_25_04_59&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-3a062d1d82-190600860
https://www.independentretaileurope.eu/index.php?option=com_attachments&view=attachments&task=download&id=1845
https://www.lebensmittelzeitung.net/politik/Dialog-mit-HDE-Wirtschaftsministerium-beraet-mit-Einzelhandel-ueber-Unterstuetzung-147909?utm_source=%2Fmeta%2Fnewsletter%2Fabonnent&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=nl5644-abonnent&utm_term=4caf42235d37e6a3bfa72dc77c5c766d
https://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article214074748/Corona-Warn-App-Warum-die-Infektionszahlen-trotzdem-steigen.html?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=d73cf45d6c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_23_02_59&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-d73cf45d6c-190600860
https://www.lebensmittelzeitung.net/industrie/Krisen-Konsum-Corona-Pandemie-befluegelt-Weinabsatz-147898
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-hungary-restrictio/hungary-to-tighten-covid-19-restrictions-from-september-says-pms-aide-idUKKCN25F263
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Over the past week alone, Spanish health authorities have recorded 37.064 new COVID-
19 infections. In consequence, several regions have re-imposed restrictions on public life. 

Officials ruled out a total lockdown but urged citizens to “stay at home” and avoid non-
essential travel. Like in France, most new cases have been limited to young people socializing 
after a long lockdown, which so far kept the number of deaths low as well. In consequence, 
Catalonia banned social gatherings of more than 10 people, except for work meetings and 
when travelling. The regional government in Murcia also introduced a ban on social 
gatherings of more than 6 people (Sources: DeHavilland, Euractiv, POLITICO). 

A Madrid court has ruled that public health measures such as a ban on smoking in public 
places or the closure of night clubs are unlawful limits on fundamental rights, if no new 
“state of alarm” is formally declared. Spain’s previous state of alarm had expired in June 
(Sources: DeHavilland, Murcia Today). 

 

 

SWITZERLAND 

The Swiss are adopting new consumptions patterns due to the coronavirus crisis. While 
overall consumption is reduced, the focus now lies on home consumption and regional 
products. E-commerce consultancy Carpathia expects the online sector in Switzerland to 
grow by 30 percent in 2020. While the industry will likely not maintain this pace in the 
coming year, “above-average growth at a higher level” than before the COVID-19 crisis is 
expected (Sources: e-tailment, Netzwoche). 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 

The British retail sector is recovering fairly quickly from the coronavirus crisis. July 
data show growth at 3,6%, surpassing analysts’ expectations which had foreseen a growth of 
2%. Online retailers are doing especially well, and are now generating 50% more sales 
than before the crisis (Source: Lebensmittel Zeitung). 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/coronavirus/news/spain-worried-about-hike-in-new-coronavirus-infections/
https://www.politico.eu/article/coronavirus-flourishes-in-spanish-summer-as-response-splinters-among-regions/?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=e56e1a43d1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_26_04_53&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-e56e1a43d1-190600860
https://murciatoday.com/judge-annuls-prohibition-of-smoking-in-public-spaces-in-madrid_1495705-a.html
https://view.mc.etailment.de/?qs=3fa7832698b8e51159047430c459b08ea34ea9a229946d99967e681dddbfba02683e79b694f3bff85d6ec97681315e303406e7c042866790ab4a9d25bbd7ec155a24dbb13886e89f4d76593e591d3040
https://www.netzwoche.ch/news/2020-08-23/corona-bringt-die-konsumenten-zum-umdenken
https://www.lebensmittelzeitung.net/handel/Corona-Krise-Britischer-Einzelhandel-legt-unerwartet-stark-zu-147882?utm_source=%2Fmeta%2Fnewsletter%2Fabonnent&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=nl5637-abonnent&utm_term=4caf42235d37e6a3bfa72dc77c5c766d&crefresh=1

