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COVID-19 update 41 – 26/08/2020-01/09/2020 

 

A compilation of press releases/articles on policies and best practices from various EU 
and national information sources, and information provided by our members 

 

On 19 August EU Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan participated in a golf event at a hotel in 
Galway, together with 80 people, including many politicians. This was in breach with the 
COVID measures imposed by the Irish Government. This resulted in a media storm, the so-
called “Golfgate”, that lead Ireland's Minister for Agriculture, Dara Calleary, to resign shorty 
after, and finally Phil Hogan as well.  

Commission President von der Leyen has requested Ireland to propose two candidates – a 
male and a female – to replace Phil Hogan as Ireland’s Commissioner. Executive Vice-

President Valdis Dombrovskis will take over the trade portfolio in the meantime. Von der 
Leyen underlined that she expect(ed) the members of the College to be particularly vigilant 
about compliance with applicable national or regional rules or recommendations. The 
resignation is likely to require a reshuffle of EU Commissioners. (Sources: DeHavilland, 
POLITICO) 

 

1. EU MEASURES 

In July, the Member States of the European Union agreed to a deal on the Multiannual 
Framework for 2021-2027, the EU’s next budget, and the EU’s COVID-19 Recovery Plan, 
dubbed “Next Generation EU” (NGEU) (as we reported in COVID-19 Update no. 33). The main 

instrument created by this deal was the €672,5 billion Recovery and Resilience Facility (the 
RRF) that will allow for the distribution of €360 billion in loans and €312,5 billion in grants. 
An additional €77,5 billion in grants will come from EU programmes, adding up to a total of 
750 billion Euro. The main recipients will be Italy (€68 billion) and Spain (€57 billion). The 
European Parliament and the Council still need to approve the RRF regulation for it to enter 
into force on 1st January 2021, as the Commission anticipated. The approval of all Member 
States – and, depending on national procedures, of their national parliaments – will be 
requested before money is borrowed. 

The Member States can already submit draft plans from 15 October onwards, though only 
when the Regulation enters into force can official plans be submitted. The submission 
deadline for all countries is 30 April. The Commission has two months to decide whether to 
approve the plan, followed by a Council approval (by qualified majority) within four weeks. 

The Netherlands negotiated a procedure that would make it possible for any member country 
to raise an issue with a plan by another country with the Council President if it considers 
there are serious deviations from the agreed targets. Such an objection could delay the 
procedure for a maximum of another three months. (Source: POLITICO) 

On 31st August, the European Commission has confirmed its interest in participating in the 
COVAX Facility for equitable access to affordable COVID-19 vaccines everywhere in the world, 
for everyone who needs them. As part of a Team Europe effort, the Commission has 
announced a contribution of €400 million in guarantees to support COVAX and its objectives 
in the context of the Coronavirus Global Response. 

http://email.comms.dehavillandeurope.eu/c/eJxFjrtqxDAQRb_GbgJCz8QuVIhE6bJN3C9CGmOBVjJ6hHx-xtsEhhkuwz2coHcBi5Nz1JxyShf-xqRa5EoYWan9sPZdSE6NFIJNkvryeDQS4HA_MSWXA4xaTiAw5kODcGz3irJXEZClVFhYAOb9vgTHFcxJH72fbRJm4p844Mmz7_BgvOCxtVgyhrNCa77UDBVTgO5iuirX73szm_2yt-3O6Z0pvs5VJzcqZA8o11pB6vhF34iGJ-DKvT4R_75d30p-MaMXk6D2P6huVeU
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/STATEMENT_20_1529
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/45109/210720-euco-final-conclusions-en.pdf?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=6a56917fed-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_07_21_03_24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-6a56917fed-190600860
https://www.independentretaileurope.eu/index.php?option=com_attachments&view=attachments&task=download&id=1858
https://politico.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e26c1a1c392386a968d02fdbc&id=eeb3761876&e=67b019d8d6
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1540
https://global-response.europa.eu/index_en
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With the formal signature between AstraZeneca and the Commission on 27 August, the first 
contract the European Commission has negotiated on behalf of the EU Member States with a 

pharmaceutical company entered into force. The contract will allow the purchase of a vaccine 
against COVID-19 for all the Member States of the EU as well as the donation to lower and 
middle income countries or the re-direction to other European countries. Through the 
contract, all Member States will be able to purchase 300 million doses of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine, with an option for further 100 million doses, to be distributed on a population-based 
pro-rata basis. The Commission continues discussing similar agreements with other vaccine 
manufacturers and has concluded successful exploratory talks with Sanofi-GSK, Johnson & 
Johnson, CureVac and Moderna. 

 

Under the State Aid Temporary Framework, the Commission has recently approved: 

 a €29 million Bulgarian scheme to support farmers breeding large and small ruminants 
and potato growers affected by coronavirus outbreak; 

 a €500.000 Cypriot scheme to support the pig sector in the context of the coronavirus 
outbreak;  

 a €150 million Greek scheme to support micro and small enterprises in the region of 
Central Macedonia affected by the coronavirus outbreak; 

 a €935 million Romanian scheme to support SMEs and certain large enterprises 
affected by coronavirus outbreak. 

 

2. NATIONAL MEASURES 

The new European Investment Bank (EIB) COVID-19 Economic Vulnerability Index examines 
which countries are the most vulnerable to a virus such as the COVID-19 and which countries 
should take the most stringent precautions to prevent the spread of such a virus. It is the only 
report currently available that takes a closer look at how developing countries are affected by 
the crisis. The index covers countries outside the European Union and highlights the regions 
that need the most help. It takes into account risk factors such as the quality of healthcare, age 
of the population and structure of the economy – including reliance on tourism, remittances, 
commodity exports, global value chains, capacity of the countries to implement 
countercyclical financial policy, strength of the banking sector, and more. (Source: European 
Investment Bank) 

 

AUSTRIA 

The Austrian government expanded its state-financed testing to include employees of 
restaurants, camping sites, and hostels as of 1 September. (Source: DeHavilland) 

 

BELGIUM 

Prime Minister Sophie Wilmès announced that all Belgian schools will reopen as of 1st 
September. Students aged 12 and older will have to wear a mask during the whole day, as well 
as teachers. She also announced some loosening of restrictions entailing that since 24 August 
people are allowed to go shopping with a maximum of two people, rather than having to go 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1524
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1439
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1481
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1481
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_1494
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1513
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_496
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_20_1533
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/mex_20_1523
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_20_1533
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_20_1528
https://www.eib.org/en/about/initiatives/covid-19-response/vulnerability-index
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2020-225-new-eib-index-measures-economic-vulnerability-to-covid-19-in-countries-outside-the-eu
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2020-225-new-eib-index-measures-economic-vulnerability-to-covid-19-in-countries-outside-the-eu
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alone. Besides, the time limit to do shopping in 30 minutes is no longer applicable. The 
number of new infections has decreased over the past week as a result of the stricter 

measures applied for some weeks (obligation to wear a mask in the streets in the whole 
Brussels area, reduction of the social contacts to 5 for a family…) (Sources: DeHavilland, 
RTBF) 

 

FRANCE 

The French Prime Minister Jean Castex announced a €100 billion recovery plan to be 
presented on 3 September – a week later than originally foreseen. This delay enabled the 
French government to prioritize strengthening health measures amid rising coronavirus cases 
and the return of students to school. Existing measures amounting to €460 billion in public 
spending and loan guarantees seemed not to be sufficient as this recovery plan has been 

adopted in addition. “The worst of all would be that we sink into an economic and social crisis 
that would be worse than the health crisis,” Castex said in an interview with France Inter radio. 
He explained that €40 billion would come from the European recovery plan. He also 
underlined the importance to support the entertainment industry and he urged French 
citizens to go, for instance, to the cinema and to the theater again. Castex also announced that 
the recovery plan would include €10 billion in tax cuts for businesses and would put an 
emphasis on competitiveness through an international export program. (Source: POLITICO) 

Wearing a mask has become mandatory throughout Paris since 28 August, as a consequence 
of the virus actively circulating in the capital and the number of COVID-19 cases increasing in 
the country. Pedestrians, cyclists, users of two-wheelers and scooters have to wear a mask. 
Users traveling inside motor vehicles are exempt from this obligation. Failure to comply with 
this obligation will be fined (135 euros). Paris is considered a high risk zone by several 

countries, such as Belgium or Germany. Any traveller who arrives on Belgian soil from the 
French capital must undergo screening and a period of isolation. (Source: RTBF) 

The National Clothing Federation (FNH - Fédération nationale de l'habillement) urges the 
French government to put in place a €205 million support plan to support the sector, insisting 
on the need to quickly implement the digital transformation plan project intended for 27.000 
very small businesses in the branch in 600 days. The FNH argues that it is by allowing 
merchants to sell on different channels – brick and mortar and online shops – that they will be 
able to face the challenges of the market and the coronavirus, this will only be possible with 
increased state support for the heavily indebted micro-enterprises after they lost two months 
of turnover during the crisis. (Source: LSA) 

According to the index of the National Council of Shopping Centers (CNCC), the sector is doing 

quite well with a performance of 93% for July in terms of turnover, compared to the same 
month of 2019. Said performances were 40% in May and 85% in June. Over the total of the 
first seven months of the year, the same index is 70% compared to last year, “due to the fact 
that sales were non-existent, with the exception of those of hypermarkets and pharmacies, for 
two months because of the confinement, from 15 March until 11 May 2020”, states the press 
release. According to Gontran Thüring, délégué général of the CNCC “Consumers have become 
used to wearing a mask. It is no longer a problem for them to go shopping" and “the brands that 
were in liquidation have all found buyers, proof that entrepreneurs and investors still have 
confidence in the future of physical commerce”. (Source: LSA) 

https://www.franceinter.fr/emissions/l-invite-de-8h20-le-grand-entretien/l-invite-de-8h20-le-grand-entretien-26-aout-2020
https://politico.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e26c1a1c392386a968d02fdbc&id=371d400d8a&e=1934ff0e21
https://www.politico.eu/article/french-prime-minister-will-lay-out-e100b-recovery-plan-on-september-3/?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=c2fb94839b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_26_02_59&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-c2fb94839b-189055825
https://www.rtbf.be/info/monde/detail_coronavirus-en-france-le-port-du-masque-a-present-obligatoire-dans-tout-paris?id=10570618
https://www.lsa-conso.fr/la-federation-nationale-de-l-habillement-exhorte-le-gouvernement-a-mettre-en-place-un-plan-de-soutien,355928#xtor=EPR-75-nl_franchise-20140226&email=laurence.dessouroux@independentretaileurope.eu
https://www.lsa-conso.fr/les-centres-commerciaux-retrouvent-plus-de-90-de-leur-chiffre-d-avant-covid,356693
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The French supermarket chain Carrefour is currently trying a new service “C'Réservé” that 
enables customers to reserve a time slot at the till. Customers have to scan a QR code, which is 

displayed on several locations throughout the store, state whether they have a shopping 
basket or a shopping trolley, and subsequently choose a time slot at the till. The registration 
process is complete after entering their name and email address. This avoids lines at the till. 
The trial is similar to a test that Carrefour carried out four years ago, but at the time 
enthousiasm was rather muted. COVID-19, and doubts about standing in line close to other 
people, may change that attitude according to LSA. (Source : LSA) 

 

GERMANY 

Two out of three women no longer do “shopping tours” in the Corona crisis. This is the 
conclusion reached by the society researcher and futurologist Horst Opaschowski in a study 

presented by RedaktionsNetzwerk Deutschland (RND). Accordingly, more than half of 
Germans have become more moderate and more modest in terms of consumption and 
spending during the COVID crisis and, unfortunately, the reduction in VAT does not trigger the 
revitalization of purchasing behaviour hoped for by business and retailers. (Source: e-
tailment) 

Many stationery businesses have suffered a big loss of revenue following the closure of their 
stores due to the coronavirus. A collective which claims to represent more than 850 people 
concerned has filed a complaint with the Federal Constitutional Court in Karlsruhe for 
indemnisations for business closures and loss of income. A second trial will follow in 
September. Lawyers want to bring the injured parties to court in the different federal states at 
the same time in the hope that these courts will also pass these claims on to the Constitutional 
Court. The “protection against infection law” only provides for compensation if the business 

owner himself is infected and therefore has to close, which was not the case for the vast 
majority of shops, restaurants, cinemas, clubs and pubs which were forced to close in March. 
So far, constitutional judges have dismissed most of the lawsuits brought directly to Karlsruhe 
without further consideration. The plaintiffs were asked to first exhaust the legal process, that 
is to say to first lodge a complaint in the courts. (Source: Lebensmittel Zeitung) 

All, except for one German federal state, agreed on imposing a minimum fine of €50 for those 
who don't follow mask-wearing rules. The penalties will be applied everywhere — not just on 
buses or in train stations. Previously there had been different rules in different German states 
when it came to fines for not wearing a mask. Furthermore, mandatory tests for travellers 
returning from high-risk regions is scheduled to end on 15 September and is expected to be 
replaced by new quarantine rules from October onwards. These stipulate that a test will take 

place five days into the quarantine, which can then be stopped if the test result is negative. 
(Sources: DeHavilland, POLITICO) 

 

HUNGARY 

The Hungarian government announced that foreign citizens will not be able to enter Hungary 
from 1st September onwards because of the high increase in the number of new COVID-19 
cases in the last few days. (Source: DeHavilland) 

 

ITALY 

https://www.lsa-conso.fr/carrefour-experimente-le-passage-en-caisse-sur-rendez-vous,355843#xtor=EPR-123&email=laurence.dessouroux@independentretaileurope.eu
https://www.rnd.de/politik/weniger-shopping-laut-konsumstudie-verzichten-zwei-von-drei-frauen-in-corona-krise-aufs-shoppen-3TMOA5TZJZHN7BPGQTCLK7QEC4.html
https://www.rnd.de/politik/weniger-shopping-laut-konsumstudie-verzichten-zwei-von-drei-frauen-in-corona-krise-aufs-shoppen-3TMOA5TZJZHN7BPGQTCLK7QEC4.html
https://www.lebensmittelzeitung.net/politik/Bundesverfassungsgericht-Initiative-will-Entschaedigung-fuer-Corona-Schliessungen-147931?utm_source=%2Fmeta%2Fnewsletter%2Fabonnent&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=nl5647-abonnent&utm_term=4caf42235d37e6a3bfa72dc77c5c766d
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The Italian government is working out an agreement with France to introduce COVID-19 tests 
on tourists and workers returning from France and vice versa. Italy seeks a similar agreement 

with Spain. (Source: DeHavilland) 

 

NORWAY 

The lack of cross-border trade in Sweden has had several positive consequences for the 
Norwegian economy: An upswing for Norwegian stores as well as a sharp increase in tax 
revenues for soft drinks and beer. As Norwegian consumers bought drinks at home, the 
Norwegian Treasury received an additional NOK 700 million in tax and VAT revenues for June 
and July alone. (Source: Icanyheter) 

 

POLAND 

Poland is shortening the amount of time persons have to quarantine if they suspect they carry 
the coronavirus, announced Health Minister Adam Niedzielski on Thursday. In a package of 
reforms to the current Polish coronavirus safety guidelines, the quarantine period will be 
shortened from 14 days to just 10 days. The changes come amid rising numbers of new 
coronavirus cases in the country. Poland has reported more than 700 new daily cases every 
day for the past week. (Source: POLITICO) 

Poland will ban flights from 46 countries, including France and Spain, as of 2 September, 
according to a draft regulation published on 27 August, as the country grapples with a spike in 
coronavirus infections. The move follows targeted measures to reintroduce restrictions on 
public life in the worst affected parts of the country, as the government tries to tackle the 
spread of the virus without resorting to a complete lockdown. Poland closed its borders and 

suspended flights in March to stop the spread of the coronavirus. However, it progressively 
loosened restrictions on public life, with shopping centres, hotels and restaurants all 
reopening in May. Polish national airline PLL LOT resumed international flights on 1st July 
almost four months after suspending them. (Source: Euractiv) 

 

PORTUGAL 

The Portuguese contact tracing app ‘Stayaway COVID’-app, should be available from next 
week. (Source: DeHavilland) 

 

SLOVAKIA 

Slovakia will start introducing a series of new epidemiological measures from September, 
which include bans of events like sporting events with more than 1.000 people in attendance, 
and bans of all events with more than 500 participants. (Source: DeHavilland) 

 

SPAIN 

The spread of the virus has accelerated in Spain this summer, with a maximum of 2.415 new 
cases diagnosed on a single day. The country now has Europe’s highest incidence of COVID-19, 
with 173 cases per 100.000 inhabitants in the last two weeks. Regions such as Catalonia have 

https://politico.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e26c1a1c392386a968d02fdbc&id=efbe822ba2&e=e2dbba30cd
https://www.euractiv.com/section/aviation/news/poland-re-introduces-ban-on-flights-from-46-countries/
http://email.comms.dehavillandeurope.eu/c/eJxFz8FqhDAQBuCn0UuJRDdq9uBh7bZ0CyJlb3sbdeKmjUmIie726ZtbYfiZgeGHb2rEATmwVDYFLSjlBafHnOUsyzPenlnbHt_O7PhacVYljI5mWdZswjtsUinQEwZnLGYY0nsjELA-FNVQcz4wkYuqLkFQLuqqrOg4pqq5e2_X5HBKivc4-75nKqyQWR8vcF6OCuN26x9i__qVdfvR990nnYtL-fzurreulOF6yeOLNc6HGRRZPTxhhycZzSYnAtYS2EAqGBQS4cxCND482RF_yGw2dHpB7VPXKAgO9YhRs64mMsIjAmUkWYyhvUMfe_6BvulAB1AvJ4XO_wHwlWlK
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/cases-2019-ncov-eueea
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reported more than 1.000 cases per day for four days in a row, while the number is surging in 
Madrid and the Basque Country. In contrast to March, however, and similar to what is seen in 

other countries, cases have been largely limited to young people socialising after a long 
lockdown, this has kept deaths low as well. (Source: POLITICO) 

Masks will be mandatory for all Spanish students aged 7 and older in school, including for 
students who are going back to school in “bubble groups”. The decision comes after the 
Spanish federal government agreed with Spain’s autonomous communities on a number of 
back-to-school measures, reports El País. (Source: POLITICO) 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 

The government has announced additional measures to curb the spread of COVID-19 in 
Oldham, Pendle, and Blackburn. Restrictions have been lifted for Wigan, Rossendale and 

Darwen. Birmingham has been designated an “area of enhanced support” following an 
increase in COVID-19 cases. Restrictions will continue unchanged in other parts of West 
Yorkshire, Greater Manchester, East Lancashire, and Leicester and will be reviewed again in 
the coming days. (Source: IGD)  

British Selfridges is feeling the pressure of consumers changing their behaviour following the 
COVID-19 crisis and now focussing more on sustainability. The chain introduces the rental 
and repair of clothing as well as testing in the food sector, such as growing its own vegetables. 
“Project Earth” is the chain's ambitious five-year plan targeting young consumers, who want 
sustainable food solutions and are willing to pay for them. In collaboration with 300 brands, 
the distributor will launch trials to find out how it can reinvent certain retail models. These 
include the use of sustainable materials, such as organic cotton or nylon made from waste 

found in the oceans. In five years, Selfridges hopes to be able to no longer use unsustainable 
materials. The plastics it still uses should all be recyclable or reusable. At its Oxford Street 
store, an in-store greenhouse will produce the vegetables and herbs for sale in the store – a 
95% reduction in water, a 90% reduction in transport and a 75% reduction in fertilizer. In 
another trial, the Resellfridges second-hand platform, shoppers can buy vintage clothes and 
sell their old clothes at the store. In combination with the Hurr collective, the chain will even 
offer a clothing rental service. Selfridges is not the only retailer to find the growing clothing 
rental market appealing: John Lewis recently started a furniture rental service and will soon 
be opening a second hand market. Ikea is launching a similar initiative and in the fashion 
world, and H&M is testing a fashion rental service in Stockholm. (Source: Retail Detail)  

During the COVID-19 pandemic, jobs have been cut in the UK retail sector at the fastest pace 
since 2009 – and the trend continues. The latest Confederation of British Industry (CBI) 

survey of retailers found that the number of employees in the retail sector had almost halved 
over the past year. In May it was 80% of the May 2019 figures, but in August it fell to 55% 
from the previous year. CBI predicts that retail employment will fall below 50% of 2019 
figures in the next quarter (Sources: Business Insider, e-tailment) 

 

UNITED STATES 

The threat posed by mask opponents in shops has apparently reached a level that the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) must advise companies on the choice of 
countermeasures. The agency, which is subordinate to the US Department of Health, advises 

https://www.politico.eu/article/coronavirus-flourishes-in-spanish-summer-as-response-splinters-among-regions/?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=c2fb94839b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_26_02_59&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-c2fb94839b-189055825
https://politico.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e26c1a1c392386a968d02fdbc&id=ac228b066f&e=e2dbba30cd
https://www.igd.com/articles/article-viewer/t/igd---economics-bulletin-26-august/i/26554?utm_campaign=1798896_200826.ECONOMICS.Bulletin&utm_medium=dmemail&utm_source=IGD%20Services%20Limited&dm_i=2Z8W,12K1C,7IBD1T,43NK9,1
https://www.retaildetail.eu/en/news/general/how-selfridges-embraces-new-normal?utm_source=flexmail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2034eu&utm_content=this+is+how+selfridges+embraces+the+new+normal
https://www.businessinsider.com/uk-retail-job-losses-fastest-cuts-since-2009-footfall-rising-2020-8?r=DE&IR=T
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employees to work in teams of two, to install cameras and alarm buttons. The 
recommendations also include determining a safe area where employees can go if they are in 

danger, for example “a room that is locked from the inside, has a second exit and a telephone 
or a silent alarm”. (Sources: Business Insider, e-tailment) 

https://www.businessinsider.com/anti-mask-violence-prompts-cdc-to-offer-guidance-to-retailers-2020-8?r=DE&IR=T

